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Greeting from the desk of the CEO! Happy Spring! As I write 
this, just the faintest sign of green buds are forming on my lilac 
bushes and the pending leaves on the Weeping Willow across the 
street will pop any day. Can the smell of fresh mown lawns be 
far behind?

Watch for new entry signs along Highway 10 in Little Falls! 
As a collaborative e�ort with the Convention & Visitors Bureau 

(CVB), the Chamber is taking leadership in replacing the existing signs with 
granite signage from Little Falls Granite Works. The new signs will include the new 
marketing tag line developed by the CVB proudly stating “Where the Mississippi 
Pauses”. Funding for this project includes $5,000 from the Chamber; $10,000 
from the Restaurant & Lodging Tax fund; and $100 from the Dandee Lions. It is 
anticipated that other service organizations in the area will be contributing as 
well.

Membership renewal time is approaching. Watch your mail box around June 
1st for your invitation to renew your membership with the Chamber. In these 
interesting economic times, maintaining your membership with organizations 
like a chamber is more important than ever. There is no anticipated increase 
in dues again this year – which means there has been no increase since 2005 – 
making your Chamber membership a ‘heck of a deal’.

Chamber membership stands at 350 at this time. We ended our last membership 
year with 344 members, so businesses that are new to the area or are looking to 
expand their potential client/ customer list are stepping up.

I certainly appreciate those members who place such a high value on their 
Chamber membership that they help others in the community enjoy the bene�ts 
of being part of the Chamber as well. As a donation to a non pro�t, it is not 
uncommon for another Chamber member business to pay the dues for these 
organizations. A new business in town recently had their dues paid by another 
Chamber member as a welcome to the community gift. This is a great idea! 
Thank you for being creative and valuing the work of the Chamber.

Spring Clean-Up: As the summer tourist season is upon us, I encourage business 
owners to make our community as welcoming as possible. This welcome can 
come in many forms from good customer service to the overall impression of 
our community. Having employees who are knowledgeable about what the area 
has to o�er in the way of attractions certainly is the �rst step. This welcome goes 
deeper than the face-to-face contact. Is the area immediately surrounding your 
business clean and free of hazards? Look at our community with the eyes of a 
visitor. Take the time to pick up a piece of litter on the sidewalk or parking lot, do 
a ‘once around’ your property and neighborhood and spruce things up!

If the preceding paragraph sounds familiar, it should. I have used it word for 
word from past year’s newsletters. The classic soap box speeches never go out 
of style!

In closing, we are taking the summer o� with scheduled Business After Hours 
events. Attendance in past years has been low during June, July and August. 
We will still have Friday Morning Co�ee to keep people connected as well as 
the Golf Outing on August 3rd. Starting in September, we will be back with full 
programming – enjoy the summer!

Market Your 
Business 
Directly to 600 
Arts & Crafts 
Fair Vendors!

As a means of welcoming 
the vendors to our Fair, the 
Chamber will be providing a 
“Welcome to Little Falls Arts & 
Crafts Fair” packet. This packet 
will contain flyers, coupons 
and promotional materials 
from local businesses like 
yours! List your special Fair 
weekend hours, provide a 2 for 
1 coupon, food specials, invite 
them to your store or booth 
for a vendor-only special or 
percentage off of an item. Cost 
is $15 for Chamber members 
and $40 for non-Chamber 
members. Participants will need 
to provide the Chamber with 
600 copies of the promotional 
item not to exceed 8.5" x 11". 
Recommend using ¼ or ½ page 
flyers/coupons. Deadline for 
submitting the 600 copies of 
your insert is Friday, August 7th. 
Contact the Chamber for more 
information at 632.5155.

Legislative 
Update

Your Chamber of Commerce 
will once again sponsor 
a legislative update once 
the legislative session has 
adjourned. Watch for details.

From the Desk of the CEO - Debora K. Boelz
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The eighth Leadership LindyLand Class will graduate Wednesday, June 10. The 
afternoon celebration will begin at noon at the Little Falls Area Chamber of Commerce, 
200 1 St. NW. Congratulations to the following Leadership LindyLand graduates:

Sister MaryPat Burger, Franciscan Sisters
Ruth Anne Cheney, St. Otto’s Care Center
Doug Dahlberg, Spectrum Printing |Design |Apparel
Patricia Dumonceaux, Morrison County Public Health
Kelly Ebeling, Minnesota Power
Janelle Fitch, Perkins Restaurant & Bakery
Jill Killeanay, Morrison County Motor Vehicle
Gregg LeBlanc, LeBlanc’s Rice Creek
Lori Stang, Linden Hill Historic Event Center
Bonita Strassburg, Morrison County Social Services
Vicki Villebro, Horizon Health
Jodi Weaver, Gumdrop Tree

A big thank you to our Leadership LindyLand session sponsors: Domino’s Pizza, 
Horizon Health, Larson Abstract, Mid Minnesota Federal Credit Union, Pine 
Country Bank, Rural AIDS Action Network (RAAN) and St. Gabriel’s Hospital. Part 
of their sponsorship included the opportunity for the sponsoring organization to provide 
the Leadership LindyLand participants with a brief overview of their organization.

Another thank you to our day chairs. Day chairs facilitated the day and ensured that 
everything ran as smoothly as planned. Volunteers listed below took time away from their 
busy schedules to spend either a whole or partial day with the Leadership LindyLand 
participants making the LindyLand experience even more beneficial. Thank you day 
chairs:

Jennifer Basch, Franciscan Sisters
Deanna Boone, Franciscan Sisters
Nan Brossoit, Morrison County IT Department
Tammy Jopp, Horizon Health
Paula Kampa, RA Randall Agency
Julie Kapsch, Hands of Hope Resource Center
Robin Keehr, Schlenner Wenner & Co.
Barb Lyons, Mid Minnesota Federal Credit Union
Linda Mahlum, St. Gabriel’s Hospital
Aaron Olson, Kinship of Morrison County
Bonnie Paulsen, Morrison County Public Health
Carolyn Suska, Morrison County Public Health

This year’s Leadership LindyLand program entailed community learning, developing 
personal leadership, discovering your own leadership style and team building. A special 
thank you to Century 21 New Horizons Realty and Camp Ripley for the use of their 
vans this past year as the Leadership LindyLand participants toured the community. The 
program includes site visits to many places in the community and being able to travel as 
a group makes it more enjoyable!

If you would like to participate in Leadership LindyLand or want to sponsor a session 
contact Deb or Gina at the Chamber by calling 320.632.5155 or visit our web-site at www.
littlefallsmnchamber.com. The 2009-2010 class will begin in October.

Leadership LindyLand Graduation Your 2009 
Chamber of 
Commerce Board 
of Directors:
2007-2009
Tom Chatfield 
Fallsburg Woodworking
Jacki DeVine 
DeVine Laser Skin Care
Lori Kush 
Kush’s State Farm Insurance
Sandy Smith 
2009 Chair of Board 
GoldSmith Jewelers

2008-2010
Shane Cole 
Dominos Pizza
Carl Vaagenes 
St. Gabriel’s Hospital
Doug Veillette 
Dairy Queen
Tom West 
Morrison County Record

2009-2011
Bridget Britz 
Horizon Health
Paul Kapsner 
Royalton Lumber
Julie Zupko 
Bieganek Insurance Agency
Col. Richard Weaver,  
Immediate Past Chair 
Camp Ripley

Chamber Staff:
Debora K. Boelz, 
President/CEO
dboelz@littlefallsmnchamber.com

Rachel Czech, 
Financial Coordinator
rachelc@littlefallsmnchamber.com

Sylvia Ryden, 
Office Coordinator
sylviar@littlefallsmnchamber.com

Gina Vetter, 
Projects & Volunteer Coordinator
ginav@littlefallsmnchamber.com
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Mission:
The Chamber of Commerce 

will promote our members and  

the greater community through 

innovative partnerships and 

accountable leadership.

Arts & 
Crafts Fair 
Volunteers 
Needed

Be part of the Arts & Crafts 
Fair festivities September 12 
& 13 by being a block host. 
Block hosts greet and welcome 
crafters to Little Falls, ensure 
that crafters are comfortable 
with their surroundings and 
ready to sell their merchandise. 
Block hosts are an essential part 
of the Little Falls Arts & Crafts 
Fair and are well received by 
our hundreds of vendors. If you 
only have a few hours or the 
whole weekend to block host, 
contact Gina at the Chamber 
320.632.5155, Sr. MaryLou 
Eltgroth at 320.632.2981 for 
more information.

March/April Leadership 
LindyLand Session

April we focused on tourism in Morrison County and Camp Ripley. The 12 Leadership 
LindyLand participants enjoyed tours of the Minnesota Fishing Museum, Little Elk 
Heritage Preserve and Camp Ripley.

The March 18 Leadership LindyLand Session took us to the State Capitol for Business 
Day at the Capital, sponsored by the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce, for a day of 
learning about the Minnesota legislative process. We began our day in the true spirit of 
politics by hearing from both the Senate majority and minority leaders. In addition the 
Minnesota Chamber lobbyists provided us with background information on a number 
bills before the legislature this session. Thank you to Representative Al Doty and Senator 
Paul Koering for taking a few minutes away from their busy schedule to talk with us 
and the Minnesota Chamber for arranging the day for us. We are looking forward to 
participating again next March.

Thank you to our day chairs: Nan Brossoit, Morrison County IT Department; Aaron 
Olson, Kinship of Morrison County; Carolyn Suska, Morrison County Public Health.

Business After Hours
May Business After Hours
May 5, 2009
4:30 – 6:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: �Gumdrop Tree
Location: �Gumdrop Tree,  

53 E Broadway, Little Falls

Pictured are Janelle Fitch, Perkins Restaurant & Bakery and Lori Stang, Linden Hill 
Historical Event Center in the environmental room at Camp Ripley.

Please note that we take a summer 
vacation from Business After Hours for 
the months of June, July and August. We 
will resume regularly scheduled Business 
After Hours in September 2009.
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Friday Morning 
Coffee
May Friday  
Morning Coffee
May 15, 2009
7:30 – 9:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: �Faust 

Photography
Location: �Faust Photography, 

24381 203 St., Pierz

June Friday  
Morning Coffee
June 19, 2009
7:30 – 9:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: �Rudolph Auto 

Solutions
Location: �Rudolph Auto 

Solutions, 
1300Lindbergh Dr N., 
Little Falls

Kick off your weekend by 
joining us for a cup or two 
of coffee and a donut while 
making business connections. 
All Chamber members and their 
employees are invited to attend. 
Friday Morning Coffees are the 
third Friday of each month from 
7:30 – 9:00 a.m. Introductions 
are made around the room 
starting at 8:15 a.m.

Looking ahead…

Sporting Clays
Tuesday, September 15, 2009
Rice Creek Hunting & 
Recreation
2:30 p.m. Shotgun Start

Visit our web-site at  
www.littlefallsmnchamber.com 
for sponsorship and registration 
information. We now accept 
Visa and MasterCard.

Project Another Day
The object of Project Another Day is to provide first response kits to victims of 

devastating events such as fires, accidents and tornadoes. These kits will help to bridge 
the gap until additional help can be provided. There are approximately 100 of these types 
of tragic events in Morrison County every year and our goal is to put together 250 kits. 
These kits will be distributed to those who need them the most, individuals affected by a 
devastating life event.

This is where we need your help. Leadership LindyLand is soliciting donations 
(monetary or products) in order to create these kits. No amount of help is too small to 
someone who has lost everything. In order to recognize the generous supporters of Project 
Another Day, an index of all contributors will be included in each kit. Contributors will 
also be recognized in any marketing materials associated with the project.

If you have any questions or would like more information about Project Another Day, 
please contact Doug Dahlberg at (320) 631-1275 or Patricia Dumonceaux at (320) 632-0364. 
Or if you would like to contribute to Project Another Day simply mail your contribution 
made payable to the Chamber of Commerce, 200 1 St NW, Little Falls MN 56345.

20th Annual  
Chamber Golf Outing
Monday, August 3, 2009
Little Falls Country Club
1 Edgewater Dr., Little Falls

Plans are now underway for the 20th Annual Little Falls Area Chamber of Commerce 
Golf Outing. This scramble format Golf Outing accommodates golfers of all skill levels. 
Take advantage of the early bird discount by getting in your team or individual registration 
in before June 26. Prior to June 26 cost is $72 per golfer, after June 26 cost is $80 per 
golfer. Included with your registration fee is 18 holes of golf, cart, boxed lunch, dinner, 2 
beverages, prizes, networking and a day of fun!

Sponsorship opportunities are also available. Hole sponsorship is $65 per hole 
and includes signage at the Golf Outing event, acknowledgement in event materials, 
recognition in the Chamber newsletter, name recognition to over 150 potential new 
customers, recognition in the Chamber’s Annual Report and much more.

Corporate sponsorships are still available. For $500 you can register your team and 
receive logo and name recognition for this event. Become a Corporate Sponsor and 
receive the following: Foursome in the Golf Outing, 8 drink tickets, 4 dinners, 2 carts, 
logo inclusion on event materials, acknowledgement the day of the event, recognition 
in the Chamber newsletter, professional designed banner with your logo included, the 
exposure of your business name and logo to over 300 Chamber members.

If you are not a golfer but would like to be part of the festivities, join us for dinner. Cost 
is only $10 per person.

If you would like to register for golf, dinner, or become a sponsor, visit our web-site at 
www.littlefallsmnchamber.com. If you would like more information about the Chamber 
Golf Outing contact either Deb or Gina at the Chamber by calling 320.632.5155 or 
e-mailing Gina at ginav@littlefallsmnchamber.com.
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LINDY GREETER MEMBER VISITS
Thank you for your membership. Photos in this issue are from Member Visits made 

March 16. Greeters present the members with a Chamber mug filled with sweets, and 
thank them for their support of the Chamber and Community.

BNI MISSISSIPPI 
CONNECTIONS

Lindy Greeters Kyle LeMieur, Shelley 
Funeral Chapel, third from left, and Greg 
Zylka, Coborn’s, third from right, visited 
with some of the representatives from the BNI 
Mississippi Connections networking group. 
Pictured are Sue Slaybaugh, Integra Telecom; 
Chris Kruschek, Lind Realty; Virginia Faust, 
Faust Photography; Robin Klosowski, 
Edward Jones; and in back row, Pete Mooney, 
The Source Computing; Brian Mackinac, 
Schlenner Wenner; and Lori Kush, Kush 
State Farm Insurance. The area’s premier 
networking group, BNI, who are recent new 
Chamber members, meets every Wednesday 
at 8:15 a.m. in the Cass Gilbert Depot. For 
more information, contact Chris Kruschek at 
320-630-7937, or any member.

TRUTWIN’S MOBIL 
SERVICE

Lindy Greeter Kyle LeMieur, Shelly Funeral 
Chapel, left, with Owner Tom Trutwin at 
Trutwin’s Mobil Service. In Little Falls for 
25 years, Trutwin will service all makes and 
models.

PERKINS FAMILY 
RESTAURANT

Lindy Greeter Greg Zylka, Coborn’s, with 
General Manager Janelle Fitch at Perkins. 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays, kids can eat free 
with an adult for each kid. Perkins has been 
in Little Falls for ten years.

FALLS AUTO GLASS
Lindy Greeter Greg Zylka, Coborn’s, left, 
with Owner Tom Trutwin, at Falls Auto Glass. 
Locally owned and operated. Falls Auto Glass 
will install at your place or ours.

CLIFWOOD MOTEL
Lindy Greeter Kyle LeMieur, Shelley Funeral 
Chapel, with Shelly Prueher, Manager at 
the Clifwood Motel. The Clifwood recently 
finished room renovations, and also completed 
the second season of heating with corn. 
For more information, you can visit www.
clifwoodmotel.com

WELCOME TO OUR 
NEWEST CHAMBER 
MEMBERS
ASPIRE REALTY
Jeff Hines, Owner; Wyatt Cekalla, Agent
119 East Broadway
Little Falls, MN 56345
320-631-8197
Full service real estate transactions. 
Flexible commissions. Agents available 
24/7.

CREATIVE ENGRAVINGS
Janet McGrath, Owner
515 NE 2 St
Little Falls, MN 56345
320-632-5616
A local company specializing in awards, 
trophies, gifts, signage, name badges.

JK SELF STORAGE
Brenton Kent, Owner; Susan Holley, 
Office Administrator
303 4 Ave S
P.O. Box 428
Sartell, MN 56377
320-240-2893
Self storage, trailer rental, moving 
supplies, commercial retail and office 
space.
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Recent Board 
Action
~ �Approved the advertising 

rates for electronic inserts for 
newsletters

~ �Approved the bid from Little 
Falls Granite Works for two 
(2) new “Welcome to Little 
Falls” signs on highway 10.

~ �Acting on behalf of the Board 
of Directors, the Executive 
Committee committed the 
Chamber to supporting the 
efforts to keep the Lindbergh 
Historic Site open.

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Employee of the 
Month Winners

In March, Kathy Lange, 
Unity Family Home Care 
and Hospice at St. Gabriel’s 
Hospital, was honored. Kathy is 
the fund raising and scheduling 
coordinator. She has been with 
the program 11 years. Kathy and 
her husband, John, enjoy boating 
and fishing with their children 
Greg, Laura, and Dilan. She also 
enjoys candle making with her 
own business Minnesota Scents 
Candle Company.

In April, Ray Paulsen, Little 
Falls Community Schools, was 
honored. Ray is head custodian 
at the Little Falls Community 
Middle School. He has been 
with the school district for 29 
years. Ray and his wife, Sharon, 
have four children and six 
grandchildren. He and his wife 
own a hobby farm. He enjoys 
hunting and fishing and four 
wheeling.

By David C. Olson

The legislative remedies to the looming 
shortfall in the state’s general fund will 
have long-term implications on the ability 
of Minnesota businesses to compete in the 
worldwide marketplace. It’s critical that 
business leaders contact their lawmakers 
now as the Legislature marches toward 
adjournment.

Minnesota, like most other states in 
this national recession, faces a daunting 
challenge. The state’s general fund has a 
projected $4.6 billion shortfall for FY 2010-
2011 – $6.4 billion if $1.8 billion of federal 
stimulus money for Medical Assistance is 
not counted. The challenge will likely be 
equally difficult in balancing the books for 
FY 2012-13.

Two messages should be at the forefront 
as you visit with legislators:

No. 1: Balance the budget without 
enacting general-fund taxes that would 
be detrimental to all Minnesotans, and 
especially the business community.

No. 2: Finish its work by the scheduled 
May 18 adjournment of the regular 
session.

Some lawmakers cast votes with one eye 
on the next election. We cannot afford to 
tackle this financial crisis with that mind-
set.

Minnesota is beginning a period of 
rapidly changing demographics where the 
growth in the aging population (read: those 
individuals demanding more government 
services) will significantly outpace growth 
in the working population (read: those 
individuals paying taxes to support the 
government services). The dynamics 
necessitate that government seeks greater 
efficiencies in its operations and focuses on 
truly statewide priorities.

Legislators must craft a solution with 
an eye toward strengthening Minnesota 
in the global economy. The task should 
be accomplished through spending cuts 

and reforms. The shrinking economy 
emphasizes the need to restrain state 
spending and pursue strategic tax reductions 
that will encourage business investment 
and create jobs for Minnesotans.

The Minnesota Jobs Recovery Act 
proposed by Gov. Tim Pawlenty identifies 
key measures for keeping Minnesota 
businesses competitive. Among its chief 
components: Reducing the corporate 
income tax rate; changing the capital 
equipment sales tax refund to an up-front 
exemption; creating the small business 
investment act; and allowing immediate 
expensing of qualified purchases.

The Minnesota Chamber and our 
local chamber partners across the state 
have aggressively lobbied our agenda. 
Legislators now must hear from those 
individuals who work in the trenches daily 
to preserve and grow their operations. 
Business leaders are in the best position to 
provide specific examples of the impact of 
existing Minnesota taxes – and proposed 
tax increases – on their companies and 
their employees

Legislators also must hear that there’s 
no reason to go into overtime to solve 
the shortfall. Both sides have staked their 
positions; everyone has a clear picture 
of the economic circumstances and the 
decisions necessary to move forward. 
There’s ample time to reach compromise in 
these final days.

We all appreciate the financial challenges 
facing Minnesota. At the same time, it’s 
imperative that we don’t take action that 
will diminish business investment and 
depress job creation. Thanks for your 
support during these challenging economic 
times. Working together, I’m confident 
we can present a unified business voice at 
the Legislature and protect our ability to 
compete in today’s global marketplace. .

David Olson is president of the 
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce. For 
more information, visit the Web at www.
mnchamber.com.

Contact legislators now with your priorities

The Chamber’s 2008 Annual Report is available on the website at 
www.littlefallsmnchamber.com. Check out the achievements of 
the Chamber in 2008! Financial information is included as well.
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May

	 5	� Region V Development Commission Alternative Energy Session for 
Morrison County Businesses – 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon – Initiative 
Foundation

	 5	� Lindy Greeter Committee Meeting – Noon – Little Falls Golf 
Course

	 5	� Business After Hours – 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. – at Gumdrop Tree
	 6	� Arts & Crafts Fair Council – 3:30 p.m. – Depot
	 9	 Fishing Opener
	 13	 Leadership LindyLand session – Initiative Foundation
	 14	 Chamber Board Meeting – 11:00 a.m. – Depot
	 15	 Friday Morning Coffee – 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. – at Faust Photography
	 15-16	� Ripley River Run events at Camp Ripley – Spaghetti Supper and 

Battle of the Bands on Friday evening. 10K and Fun Runs on Saturday
	 16	� Natural Environment of Charles A. Lindbergh –  

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. – Lindbergh Historic Site
	 17	� Community Chorale Spring Concert – 7:00 p.m. –  

Franciscan Sisters Sacred Heart Chapel
	 19	� Soup & Chili Cook-Off – 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. – Falls Ballroom
	 23	� Tea Time at Linden Hill – 12:30 to 3:00 p.m.
	 29-31	� Boys & Girls Clubs Family Fun Show – LeBourget Park

June

	 2	� Lindy Greeter Committee Meeting – Noon – Location TBD
	 4	� MN Chamber of Commerce Mini Institute –  

St. Cloud Holiday Inn
	 7	� Family Fun Day at Little Falls attractions – 12:00 to 5:00 p.m.
	 8	� Habitat for Humanity Golf Tourney – Pine Ridge Golf Course
	 10	� Leadership LindyLand Graduation – Depot
	 11	� Chamber Board Meeting – 11:00 a.m. – Depot
	 11	� “Better With Age” Wine & Beer Tasting Fundraiser –  

5:00 to 8:00 p.m. – Linden Hill
	 13	� Zoo Hullabaloo – Pine Grove Zoo
	 19	� Friday Morning Coffee – 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. –  

at Rudolph Auto Solutions
	 19-20	� Little Falls Dam Festival. Parade is at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday
	 19	� Prairie Fire Theatre presents “Midsummer Night’s Dream” –  

7:00 p.m. – Community  High School
	 20	� Bear Feeding & Enrichment Program – 4:00 p.m. – Pine Grove Zoo
	 27	� Living History Day – 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. –  

Lindbergh Historic Site
	 27	� Creepy Crawlers Critter Encounter – 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. –  

Pine Grove Zoo

Proudly serving Morrison County since 1888
“Support our Chamber Members — they support Our community”
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Calendar of Events & Chamber Meetings	 May/June 2009
(Chamber events and meetings are in bold print) For an expanded listing of community events, 
check the Chamber website at http://www.littlefallsmnchamber.com/WhatsNew.cfm


